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The First Reformed Church of Hackensack:
Court Street
Hackensack, Bergen County, New Jeraey

Owner: The Consistory (Rev. John J. Soeter, President)
Date of Erection: 1792 |
Avchitects

Bullder:

Preaent Condition: Rear oxtension 184?, interior
remodelled 1869

Number of Stbries: One and gallery, tower and spire

Materials of Construection: Foundatlon « stone masonry
: _ in clay cement

Exterior walls - formal
ceoursed ashlar toolsd browns
stone, wood cornics

Interior walls =~ no partitions

Roof ~ gable and spire, with
modern wood shingle roofing

Histarical Datas

The land on which thia bullding in the city
of Hackensack 1s the third successively erected church
wag first acquired by the congregation in 1696, some
ten years after their orgenization, and in the following
manner; (Quote) Whereas the inhabitants of Hackingsack,
New Barbadoes, and Acquackanonck .are intended to build a I
church on ye land now in possesaion of Anthony Antonison,
Now know All Men by these presents That I John Berry for
me, my heirs and assigna doe hereby release renounce and
acquit all claim 1nterest end demand whatsoever that I
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now have or hereafter may pretend to have unto
them one morghon of ye sald land for accormodaw
tion of the sald church, In testimony whereof
I have hereunto affixed my seal and subscrlbed
my name this 20th day of Aprll 1696, John Berry.
(Recorded in Bergen County Dsed Bk, B, p. 78)

Bergen County as defined in 1682
extended from the Hudson to the Hackensack River,
and was dlvided in 1693 into Bergen and Hackensack
Townships, New Barbadoes Township, (in which was
the Village of Hackensack)}, and Acquackanonck
Townshilp, both named above, were on the west bank
of the hackensack River, in Essex County, and were
ceded to Bergen County in 1709, at which time that
village became the County Seat.

_ ' Probably on account of this politlcal
change, a confirmation of the grant of the lot to
the church as above quoted was made by a deed of
23 March 1712, by the same John Berry, described
herein as "of Hskingsack in Bergen County,
gentleman", to "the sald inbabltants of the towns
before mentioned, to them and thelr helrs forever®,
reciting .the previous grant of 20 April 1696, and
hereby conveying to them "in consideratlion of the
love and good will and affection which T bear’.esseees
"g certain plasce of land lying end being in the
Townshlp of New BarbadoeS.ssssssssformerly possessed
by Anthony Anthonison", four chains wlde by six and a
half chains long northward from Dr. Johannes Van
Burght!'s "Kriek", between Leydecker'!s fence on its
east line gnd Johannes Mler's on its west, the whole
containing 2 3/4 acres, "English measurs, be it more
or less, for building a church." (Bergen Co. Deed Bk.
B, ps 79)., This tract included much of the present
Court House green or square.

At the original organizatlon of this
congregation of the Reformpd Duteh Church In
- 168% under Dominle Petrus Taschemaker, thirty-three
persons united to form the same, the elders appointed
being Hendrick Jorense eand Albert Stevense, the
deacons Hendrlck Banta and vVolkert Henson. - Guillaume
Bertholf, who with his wife, Martyntie Hendricks had
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first united wilth the church at Bergen Town on

6 Cctober 1684, bringing a2 certificate from the
church at Sluils in Dutch Flanders, became the
"Voorleeser" or parish clerk for the churches

at Hackensack and at Acquackanonk (Passaic).

The two congregations sent him back to Holland
for theologlcal study and ordination, and he
returned in 1694 to Bergen County as their pastor
and served until his resignation in 1724, He
~was notable as the only settled minister in East
New Jersey of the Reformed Dutch Church. As such
he was the misslonary and founder of several of
the earliest congregations, He died in 1725 and
is said to have been buried under the pulpit of
the church,

Some three miles up the Hackensack
River, a French church had been erected in 1682,
but was demoll shed when the eleven members jolned
this Dutch Church in 1696, The church building
erected in that year on the lot just acquired in
what became the village of Hackensack, as above
stated, 1s sald to have been rebuilt in 1728,
octagonal in plen with a belfry at the apex of
the roof, "In 1791, ....... the congregations
of this o¢ld church on the Green engaged in a
controversy over the bullding of a new church,
While they were debatling, the young people dise-
mentled the contents of the building, piling the
pews, benches and other movables in the center
of the Green and treating the Inhsbltants to a
huge bonfire. The new church reared its steeple
to the sky in 1792, Over the enbtrance a red sand=-
stone bore the coat of arms of the Dutch King,
#illiam the 3ilent, Protector of the Calvinistic
faith, and below were Inscribed the several bullding
dates, Except for the enlargenent made in 1847 and
the minor changes in 18? the building today is
practically unchanged, a) This remarkable tablet
was originally set in the wall abofe the central

(a)Address by Francis C. Koehler, President of the
Bergen County Historical Society, puble., in 250th
Anniversary booklet program of the church, 1936
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front entrarnce of the bullding of 1791, removed
. to the rear of the extenslon of 1847, and now
on the eastern exterlor wall was broken in three
‘pleces by a stroke of lightning in 1795 it is
reported, Over a crowned lion rampant is the
Inscribed motto Een-draght maskt mackt {Union

is strength) and below it the date of the first
building 1696 and of the rebuildings 1728 and
17925(b%

In the churchyard are the gravestones
of Dr. Peter Wilson the educator, General Enoch
.. Poor, Robert Canpbell the lawyer, Cole. Richard
Varick one time mayor of New York, Adam Boyd the
statesman and jurist, and of the pastors Kuypers,
‘Romeyu, Mabon, and others. The records of
baptisms and marriages from 1686 have been
published by the Holland Society of New York 1891,
and those of marriages 1799-1878 in "Bergen County
Marriage Records®, 1929,

Architectural Analysis:

' The first two church bulldings on this
site 1696 and 1728 are said to have been octagonal
in plan pecullar to those of Duteh Reformed Churches,
evidently inspired by that of the flrst protestant
church buillt as such in 1595 at Willemstadt,Holland,
23 a simple suditorium under the violent reaction
from ceremonial worship.

(b) Clayton and Nelson History of Bergen and Passalc
Counties, 1882
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The Revolution having brought the
inhablitants of the predominantly Dutch reglons
throughout Bergen County inte contact wlth the
neighboring English settlements of Newark and
Ellzabethtown, the Dutch builders in that
County found mmuch inspliration in the Georgian
design that at it? ?eightﬁ of development in
those two places.\®) Accordingly, the Dutch
church of 1792 (here surveyed) which replaced
the earlier one on the village Green in
Hackensack exhiblts the marks of that adopted
style as iz evident in rectangular plan, '
pedimented gable rcof and central front tower.,
Comparigson with the First Presbyterian Church
in Elizabeth (1784), and Newark (1791), shows .
those notable examples of the style to have been
the prototypes of the Dutch churches erscted in - -
Bergen County and elsewhers,. '

Some interesting stones carved with
the monograms of David Des Marets, Jan Du Ri}j
and of Jacques La Rou and others, evidently
removed from the French church and set into
the wall of the first Dutch church on this site,
at its erection in 1696, when those thres and
other Huguenots joined the latter, have been
preserved in the present edifice of 1792,

An illustration captioned "View of
the Court House and Church,Hackensack", published
in 1844,(b) shows the side elevation of the latter
building as having then three gothic style two-
center arch headed windiws fitted with multi-paned
rectangular glass in wood sash and a sinpllar
pointed arch opening In the belfry, Thisevidence
for the exlstence of these non-Georgian polnted
windows previocus to the alterations of thls bullding
of 1791 in 1847, probably precludes the supposition
that theywere changed thus from an originally semi-
circular arch head @ a flat lintel head at the

(a) See Wertenbaker, The Founding of American Civilie
zation, publ. 1938, pe. 8l,

(b) Barber and Hows, Historical Collectlons of the
State of New Jersey, 1844, page 8l. _
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latter time, In that year, the bullding was
extended to the rear as shown on our survey
drawings, the window openings in the side
elevations being reproductions in form and
in brick trim of the first three, At the
same time, the present gothle style frames
having each a center mullion and leaded glasas
were introduced ln the new windows and
replaced the clear glass sash of the older
ones. The use of pointed windows in other-
wlse Georgian style churchea appears unique
with the Dutéh churches of Bergen County,

The interior of this church as
remodelled under the pseudo-gothic Influence
of 1869 1ls regreteble for the substitution of
bletant organ show-~plpes for the central feature
of elevated wineglasg pulpit and canopy, for the
ugly gallery destroying the effect of the slide
wlndows, and for the masslve benches replacing
box povse.

Supervising ;istorian

Apprgved:

mwﬁ)l/&zau_
SHYMOUR WLILLIANS, Fehelehe
District Officer
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ADDENDUM

The statement made on pages 5 and 5 that the memorial
stones were removed Ifrom the demolished Huguenot Church to
this Duteh Church at the time of transfer of the congrega-
tlon from the former, coincident with the erection of =&
new bullding by the latter in 1698, is taken from the ad-
dress glven by Francis (. Koehler, cited on page 3, and 1is
found questionable, That the Huguenot Churoh bullding was

indeed demolished in 1696 is evidently only & surmise from

the fact that nine of its congregation are of record as
having been received by the Duteh Church of Hackensatk in
1696 as members "on certificate from the French church
which has come over to us" (a).

Inasmuch as the organlization of that Huguenot congrega-
tion In 1682 can be deduced from contemporary evidence (a%,
the erectlon of & meeting house in that year 1s more llkely
than fourteen years later, in 1698, the date inscrilbed in
all three of these memorial stones. This year 1696 being
that in which the Huguenots joined this Duteh Church and
asgisted in the erectlion of the new building Iin Hackenasack,
In one wall of whose successor the stones are still pre-
served, our judgment 1s that these stones were carved in
honor of that combination of thoge two events only, A
facsimile of one of these stones, the Demarest memorial,
has since been made from a rubbing of the original and ad~-
ded to the set of survey drawings of the present church as
sheet no. 9.

It is significant that the pastor of thla Duteh Church,
in an address given in 1869, mentionsg and illustrates these
three stones and two others as relics of the eoriginal bulld-
ing of 1696, without any suggestion of thelr previous eéxist-

() D.D, Domarest, D.D,, The Huguenots on the Hackensack,
publ. 1886, p., 17, excerpt from records of the Reformed
Duteh Church of Hackensack, with English translation. Cf.
Records of the Reformed Dutch Churches of Hackensack and
Sehraalenburgh, N.J., publ. 1891 in Collections of the
Holland Society of N.,Y., vol. 1, part 1, pages 2~35, a trans~
latione.

(b) Reve Theo, D, Romeyn, Hlstoriml Address delivered on oc=~
casion of the Re-Opening and Dedlcation of the First Reforme-
ed (Duteh) Church at Hackensack, N.J., May 2, 1869, publ,
1870, see cuts after p. 131 and on p. 43.

ence (b)., Incidentally, it 1s sald that the stone inscribed ™~
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Willism Day (and) John Stage Anno 1696 is that of the master
builders of that orlginal church, and that Day had similarly
derved the Church at Bergen {Jersey City) in 1680 (c).

Further*research has also provided the following ab=
tract from the original "Plan for Rebuilding the Church at
Hackenssck, A.D. 1790":

lo'

S
4.

C}‘S'
L]

6.

¥The old church shall be broken down --=- and
upon the same ground the new one shall be
erected and of the following dimenslons, vig.
48 by 60 feet, with two galleries,"

The mansgers are Messrs, John Earle, George
Doremus, Henry Berry, Casparus Westervelt,
Jacobus Poullsen and Isasc Vanderbeck Jr.

Voluntery Subscriptlons,

"The inside of the church shall be furnished
wlth pews, without making any distinctien
betwesn men's and women's pews,"

"The pews shall be divided into convenient
seats, except so many free seats for
strangers as the managers shall think preper,
an elder's and a deeecon's pew, a pew for
ministers! families, (also a magistrate's
pews the latter shall be particularly con-
structed and have a canopy over 1t)....dls-
posed of st publlic auction to the highest
biddexr,"

Sale and transfer of seats.

&4 total of 328 Pounds and 9 shlllings was
subscribed by the 132 persons signing thelr
names teo the Plan, "being at liberty to pay
one-third in necessary materlals at such
prices as the managers choose to agree for -
excopt the first payment which shall be in

{¢) Benjamin C. Taylor, D.D. History of the Churches of
Hackensack and Schraalenburg, in Anpals of the Classis
f Berszen of the Reformed Dutch CHBuren, ord ed. publ.

101557;‘%.‘174.
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"Now the people had a mind to work., Thoy
brought togethor the stones and tho timber, and the
other bullding materials, and in 1791 reared a house
for Godemrmrmmmeam Over the entrance way there was
placed an inscription stone, with the motto "Eon
dracht maakt macht": Union mekes strength, As in
the former house, stones were laid with the initials
of the prominent individuslas indented thereon so in
this house, which was not completed until 1792, there
are in the front wall such stones, having cut in them
the full names of such persons. They are George
Doremus, Albert C. Zabrisky, Henry Berry 1791, John
Paulilson, Peter Zabrisky 1791, Margaret Hauseman,
IsaaGHYg? Gieson, Nichkase Terhune, Jacob Brinkorhoff
1792,

Onmiltted from ocur previous account is mention
of the present tablet set over the center front
entrance doorway, transcribed as follows:

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
of
HACKENS ACK
Church organized A.D. 1686
First ediflice srected 1696
Rebullt 1728

Reouilt 1791 Enlarged 1847
Enlarged and remodelled 1869
My Father's House John IT, XVI

ﬁéZw‘ZM
pervisiné Historian 7 May 1941

(d) Taylor, cited in (c¢) pp. 191-193. See also cut
Opps De 193, captioned "Reformed Dutch Church,
Hackensack, New Jersey, Erected 1791, Enlarged 1847,"
and showlng but one front entrance doorway with a
window on elther side. The latter have since been
changed to doorways, probably in 1869,
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Source of information - Newark Sunday Call, Feb. 28, 193%2.

A goodly number of the o0ld stone churches built
by early Dutch settlers, with high wooded steeples, are
found throughout Bergen County, N. J. Hackensack 1is
fortunate in having the second oldest Dutch Reformed
Church 1in New Jersey, dating back to 168L, when the con-
gregation was formed.  Two years later the first edi-
flce, octagonal in shape, was erected on the same site
where the present church now stands, which is a part of
the tract of land about six mllesg square, granted in
1669 to Captain John Berrie.

There are several interestlng bits of Revolution-
ary history connected with this chureh that deserve sgpec-
ial mention. In November, 1776 the soldiers used the
church during the retreat of General Lee,and 1t was the
0old Peter Zabriski house at which Washington stopped.

In 1780, Washington, Lafayette, and a portion
of the Anmerican army attended the burial of the Hon.
Brigadier General Enoch Poor, who "departed this 1life
at the age of W years." In 1824, Lafayette visited
this grave, and much affected exclaimed, "Ah, that was
one of my generals". The above facts are inscribed on
the tombstone in the churchyard. There are mesny other
interesting time and weatherworn headstones of Revolu~
tionary veterans, as well as those of the Clvil War,
and wars of foreign lands. There is one unlque and
outstanding headstone, erude 1in form - that of an old
Indian slave woman, with the marking of "H.B, 1713H#,
and a few Indian symbols,

An lmportant feature is the rooster perched
high on the steeple. It was sent from Holland in 1691,
and has only come down from the perch twice sinece that
date. It is node of copper and looms up clearly in the.
bright sunshine.

NOTE

The above history is taken from
"Wew Jersey Buildings and Bio~
graphical Sketches® collected and
edited by Mrs. Walter W. Jackson,
historian, of Rahway, New Jersey.

Poraaced /36, HEF



